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THE INAUGURAL flight from Houston to Grand Bahama from Sunwing in 2016. The operator will bring its Vacation Express service back to Grand Bahama by May.

Express success for Grand Bahama
By DENISE MAYCOCK
Tribune Freeport Reporter
dmaycock@tribunemedia.net
THE return of a major
US tour operator to Grand
Bahama will provide muchneeded airlift to the island
by May of this year.
According to a statement
issued by the Ministry of
Tourism this week, Vacation Express, based in
Atlanta, has indicated it will

be returning to Freeport
with additional flights.
The
announcement
comes at a time when many
persons
have
inquired
about the status of airlift
on Grand Bahama Island, a
tourism spokesman said.
The company is known
for its exclusive, non-stop
flights, and affordable
all-inclusive vacation packages, and has announced
that some eight non-stop

flights will depart various US cities, including
Detroit, Chicago, Nashville, Pittsburgh, Newark,
Baltimore, Cincinnati, and
Dallas.
Flights will be operated
by Swift Air LLC, using
a Boeing 737-300 aircraft.
Each trip will run on a fournight rotation, departing
various days of the week
with early departures and
late returns for an optimal

vacation experience.
Kevin Hernandez, vicepresident for marketing and
sales at Vacation Express
USA, is excited about their
return to Grand Bahama.
“We have had requests
from many passengers and
travel agents who are generally looking for a great
deal on a shorter getaway. From luxury hotels to
budget-friendly getaways,
Grand
Bahama
island

offers everyone a piece of
Caribbean paradise close
to home at an affordable
price,” he said.
With the return of Vacation Express to Grand
Bahama, tourism officials
expect that local businesses
can look forward to a significant increase in stopover
visitors this year.
Betty Bethel-Moss, Ministry of Tourism director
in Grand Bahama, said:

“The Ministry of Tourism is excited about the
return of our summer Vacation Express programme
from eight gateways in the
United States. Since Grand
Bahama is no stranger to
many of these gateways
like Nashville, Newark and
Cincinnati, we anticipate
good traction from these
markets.”
Vacation Express service
is operated by Sunwing.

LYFORD CAY FOUNDATIONS
NAME EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
EMPOWERING future
Bahamian leaders while
providing innovative solutions through access to
education has been a hallmark of the Lyford Cay
Foundations. Now, for
the first time in its nearly
50-year history, the foundations are proud to announce
that an alumna from its
scholarships
programme
will lead the organisation.
Felicity Humblestone, a
Canadian Lyford Cay scholar,
has been named executive
director of Lyford Cay Foundation and is focused on
upholding the foundations’
legacy of impact in education
in The Bahamas.
“It’s a privilege to lead
this
organisation
with
its longstanding history
of enriching the lives of
Bahamians. Because of the
foundations, thousands of
students, some of whom
never dreamed of college,
have now seen that dream
come true; still others are
already vibrant contributors to Bahamian society,”
reflected Ms Humblestone.
“However, there is still so
much work to be done. The
foundations’ guiding vision
is that all Bahamians who
aspire to create a better life
and a better country have
access to opportunities to
do so,” she continued. “The
support of the foundations
made attaining a university degree possible for me;
I am deeply honoured to
work towards the goal so
that others have that same
opportunity.”
The impact of the foundations has been vast. To
date, more than $50 million has been invested in
Bahamians by Lyford Cay
Foundations’
generous
donors. Some 1,450 scholars have pursued higher
education
outside
the
Bahamas; more than 1,350
students have pursued their
degrees at University of the
Bahamas; 240 Bahamian
non-profits are doing good
work across the archipelago; 226 FOCUS students
are actively on the path to
college; and six Cutillas
Scholars have started their
post-secondary education.
Ms Humblestone believes
that the foundations can
make an even greater

FELICITY HUMBLESTONE
difference in the future by
harnessing the strength of
its scholars.
“Lyford Cay Foundation scholars are making
notable contributions in
every sector of society from
government leadership to
technology to business and
every field in between. They
are using the education that
they have received with the
help of the Foundations to
create innovative solutions
that will ultimately transform our country,” she said.
“We look forward to deepening our connections with
our scholars, learning more
about their journeys to success, and harnessing their
collective power to enrich the
Foundations’ programmes.
With the combined influence
of our donors and scholars, we
will be closer to our vision of
making sure that every Bahamian is empowered to reach
his or her full potential.”
Ms
Humblestone
is
deeply committed to the
Bahamas and has made philanthropy her life’s work.
Before taking on a new
role as executive director,
she served for seven years
at the foundations as the
programme director of
FOCUS, an out-of-school
time
enrichment
programme that she was hired
to launch and develop. Prior
to joining the foundations
team, Ms Humblestone
led the Alumni Relations
and Development Department at The College of The
Bahamas.
“It is gratifying to see
the impact the Foundations have been able to
make as the largest private
contributor to educational
opportunities in the country,” said Lyford Cay
Foundation Chairman Basil
P Goulandris.

